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Career Objective: 

To contribute towards achieving an equitable growth by taking the benefits of science and technology to the society 

Date of Birth: 19.12.1959 

Educational Qualifications: 

Anglo Indian schools Examination


1975 (Dec) – First class

P.U.C

University of Madras


1976-1977 – First Class

B.Sc (Botany)
University of Madras


1977-1980 – University Rank

M.Sc (Botany)
University of Madras


1980-1982 - Outstanding

Ph.D* 


University of Madras

1990

*JRF


CLRI 



1983-1985

*SRF 


CLRI



1985-1988

Thesis Title: Studies on the accumulation of chromium by microbial systems – University of Madras – Central Leather Research Institute 1983-1988

Positions held: 

Research Associate
CLRI 



1992 - 1993

Senior Scientist
MSSRF


1993 – 1997

Principal Scientist
MSSRF


1997 -  2003

Director
            MSSRF

            2003 – present

Research Experience and Accomplishments:
Doctoral and Post-Doctoral 1983-1993 – As a Research Scholar and Associate at the Central Leather Research Institute, Chennai, India studied the sequestration of heavy metals from tannery effluents by microbial systems with a special focus on Chromium. While understanding the detoxification methods used by the bacterial cells the uptake mechanisms and the distribution pattern within the cell was also studied.

Work experience 1993- present

Basic Research 1993 – present - M. S Swaminathan Research Foundation: Programme leader and Principle Investigator (1996) Microbial diversity assessment.  Heading a team involved in adopting a polyphasic approach (both phenotypic and genotypic) to understand the diversity associated with the plant growth promoting bacteria in agricultural soils and specialized eco-systems like coastal, mangroves and forest especially in the rhizosphere region. The special focus has been on the beneficial organisms like the BNF’s, phosphate solubilisers, biocontrols and other growth promoting bacteria in an effort to screen for their functional properties and to harness them effectively in increasing crop productivity and improving soil health by developing niche specific plant growth promoters. 

Working very closely with the farming communities in developing and promoting the use of biological software’s as part of sustainable agriculture practices through an end-to-end approach.

Also guiding students for their doctoral and Masters programs.

Projects handled (Basic Research):

· Biocontrol of Blast disease of finger millet using plant growth promoting rhizobacteria with special reference to the functional and genetic diversity of rhizospheric PGPRs 2008-2011 – as the coordinator

· Screening for Bio-molecules from Microbial Diversity collected from different ecological niches, 2007-2010 (as PI)

· Low cost biofertilizer production units at the village level as employment opportunities for rural women (from 2004 – 2007 as PI)

· Field-testing and product development of plant growth promoting bacteria in the coastal agri-ecosystem  (from 2002- 2007 as PI)

· Characterization of Rhizosphere Plant Growth Promoting Bacteria- In Selected Mangroves And Mangrove Associated Plants (from 2003 – 2006 as PI)

· Program support for Bioprospecting Genetic Enhancement and biomonitoring: (1997 – 2002 as PI)

· Nuclear and Biotechnological tools in coastal systems research (1998 – 2002 as Co-I)

· Application of Biotechnology in the conservation of endangered plant sps for genetic enhancement (1992 – 1997)

Action Research 2003 – present Coordinated Ford Foundation Grant on Asset Building and Community Development and currently the Tata Trust Grant for nurturing sustainable livelihoods in rural areas.

2003 April – 2005 April - Programme Director Biodiversity: Overseeing the community biodiversity conservation movement, coupled with sustainable use and equitable sharing of benefits in the field sites. The on going programmes focus on principles of conservation with active community participation, revitalization of traditional cultivars, introducing income generating activities as part of sustainable livelihoods in relation to the locally available natural resources, and value addition for product diversification and creating an economic stake for the communities in conservation through better access to markets through capacity building and addressing the areas of conservation, cultivation, consumption and commercialization. As part of the job profile policy advocacy, fund raising and networking were the other major roles.

2005 April – present – Director, JRD Tata  Ecotechnology : Over seeing the programmes under the JRD Ecotech Centre, which truly reflects the science – society interface which focuses on nurturing rural livelhoods. Developing a people centered paradigm of sustainable development, which can impart a pro-nature, pro-poor, pro-women, and pro-children orientation to job-led growth. This is now recognized as a sustainable approach for development in rural India. Building social capital, nurturing people’s institutions (SHG’s Farmers Federations etc.), strengthening and identifying alternative livelihoods, linking to credit and markets come under this approach by developing appropriate technology delivery models in INRM approaches, capacity building and training as part of the social engineering and capital building component.

The job includes heading a multi-disciplinary team, coordinating, designing, managing, monitoring and evaluating various programmes and projects, identifying technologies for rural India and making it appropriate for adoption among the rural poor, networking with various institutions, fund raising, policy advocacy and impact analysis of the interventions. Activities under this programme are on in two states – Tamil Nadu, Orissa and Union Territory of Pondicherry, covering ecological niches of the semi-arid, hill and coastal and working very closely with the communities in developing co-management models for INRM and nurturing sustainable livelihoods. 

Gender Equity – Women’s Empowerment: Actively involved in promoting gender equity through Science and Technology from 1996.  
Golden Jubilee Biotechnology Park for Women Society: Been associated from 1997 with the establishment of the Golden Jubilee Biotech Park for Women in Chennai – the first of its kind in the world. Served as the convenor of the Park right from its conceptualization by Prof. M.S. Swaminathan.  It is a unique partnership venture with the Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of India, the State Govt. through Tamil Nadu Industrial Development Corporation and the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation. It has a mission to provide opportunities for professionally qualified women to take to a career of remunerative self-employment through the organization of environment friendly biotechnological enterprises as a means to economic empowerment. Currently serving on the Governing body and its Scientific and Financial Advisory Committees of the Park.

Regional Advisory Group-  Asia Pacific - As a member of the Regional Advisory Group from 2000, actively involved with UNDP/UNESCO in promoting gender equity through Science and Technology in the Asia Pacific Region.  Actively participated in all phases of a first of its kind study to map the assessment of resources, gaps and best practices in gender, science and technology in the Asia Pacific Region.  As part of this role served as the National Focal point and carried out this study at the national level. The results of this study was disseminated at the Regional Conference which was held at the M..S. Swaminathan Research Foundation in March 2002. The report brings together within a comparative framework – inter country and inter- technology information on Gender Equity through Science and Technology (GEST) policy initiatives and resources and also the institutional capacities and innovations in the GEST arena. Involved in the preparation of the Asia and Pacific Training Manual on Gender and Science and Technology. Work closely with Ministry of Science and Technology through the Department of Biotechnology and Department of Science and Technology in empowering women in science and through science based programmes, Associated with the Tamil Nadu government’s initiative to formulate the State Level policy for Women and work closely with the Gender Cell of the Science city in Chennai. 

Other significant contributions: 

· Eco-jobs for rural livelihoods: Coordinated a 10-month study on eco-jobs in the new era of new economy. This study was undertaken by the Foundation as part of the activities initiative for World Summit on Sustainable Development and attempted to compile the various kinds of eco-jobs/eco-entrepreneurship initiatives (1000) taking place at the global level in the five major areas of water, energy, health, agriculture and biodiversity. The work was presented at the World Summit for Sustainable Development, 2002,  in the form of three publications and a CD-ROM containing the database. The Global Environment Facility, MacArthur Foundation and the Lemelson Foundation funded this.

· As part of the International Year of Rice – initiated a study on feasibility of setting up a Rice biopark and developing business plans for the value addition of the entire paddy plant inclusive of its biomass.

· Member of the study team, which prepared report for identifying “Measures to mitigate agrarian distress in Alappuzha and Kuttanad Wetland Ecosystem. The Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of India, commissioned this study. The highlight was the process of this study, which was held thro a series of stakeholder interactions to identify the problems and people’s solutions and drawing up an insight into the ways of overcoming. The report was received well for its integrated and bottom’s up approach. 

· As a LEAD fellow closely work in various issues of environment and development with the LEAD India office. Other interests include IPR related issues. As a LEAD fellow, conducted a workshop for LEAD fellows on IPR and Human Well being. Contributed one chapter on this topic in the book Rio, Johannesburg and beyond brought out by LEAD India as part of its activities for WSSD. Served on the Board of Directors 2003-2006. 

Awards and honors:

· 2002 Young National Women Bioscientist Award for the year 2001. Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India
· 2006 Prof BD Tilak Award, INSA, New Delhi

· Member of the Governing Body and Scientific Advisory Committee, Women’s Biotechnology Park at Chennai (2000 – till date)

· Member of the Regional Advisory Group for Gender Equity Promotion Group for the Asia Pacific Region of the UNDP (2000-till date)

· National Focal Point for Gender Science and Technology - UNESCO-UNDP (2000 - 2002)

· Member of the Task force constituted by the DBT, India for the Biotechnology based programme for Women and Rural Development (2002 – till date).

· Fellow, LEAD (Leadership for Environmental and Development) International, Imperial College, UK

· Member of the Task force constituted by the DBT, India for the Assessment of Microbial Diversity (2002 – 2005)

· Board of Director, LEAD India  - 2003 – 2006

· Member of the Task force constituted by the DST, New Delhi, Science and Technology for Women’ (2005 – till date).

· Member of the Expert Committee for implementation of the recommendations of the Task Group on Revamping and Refocusing of National Agricultural Research - 2005

· Member of the Task force on the ‘Scientific Advisory Committee on Resource-specific Network programme’, DBT, New Delhi – 2005 - 2008

· Nominated as a Task Force member for ‘Women in Science’, set up by the PMO, through the Ministry for S&T, DST, New Delhi – 2006 - 2009

· Member of the Steering Committee on S&T for the formulation of the 11th five year plan for India, New Delhi - 2006

· Institutional Biosafety Committee, IIT, Chennai, DBT Nominee – 2005 – till date

· Member of the Board of Studies, Botany, University of Madras – 2006 – 2009
· Member of the Third World Academy of Sciences (TWOWS) Task force for Women in Science – 2006 – 2009
· Member of the Advisory Group, TWOWS, 2009
· Member of the Gender Advisory Board, UN Commission on Science, Technology and Development – 2007- till date
· Member of the Board of Studies Pondicherry University – 2006

· Member Agri-Panel for promoting Agribusiness, CII, Chennai – 2007

· Member of the CGIAR Panel for Science Awards – 2007

· Member of the Kerala Biotechnology Commission set up by the Kerala State Council for Science. Technology and Environment 2007

· Member of the Expert Committee on Soil, Sediment and Microbial Diversity, National Biodiversity Authority of India, 2007-2008

· Member Advisory Committee – Rural livelihoods Prog for Centre for Economic and Social Studies 2009
· Member of the Expert Committee on Scheme for Associate Degree through Community Colleges, IGNOU 2009

Publications 

N. Rameshkumar and Sudha Nair. 2009. Isolation and molecular characterization of antagonistic diazotrophic red-pigmented vibrios from different mangrove rhizospheres FEMS Microbiol Ecol. 67: 455–467.

N. Rameshkumar, Elke Lang and Sudha Nair 2009. Mangrovibacter plantisponsor gen., nov., sp. nov., a novel diazotrophic bacterium associated with wild rice (Porteresia coarctata Tateoka). Int. J. Syst. Evol. Microbiol. (in press).

Rameshkumar, N., Youhei Fukui, Tomoo Sawabe, and Sudha Nair. 2008. Vibrio porteresiae sp. Nov., a Novel Diazotrophic Bacterium Isolated from a Mangrove Associated Wild Rice (Porteresia coarctata Tateoka). International Journal of Systematic Evolutionary Microbiology 58:1608-1615 

Nair, Sudha, Nandhini Iyengar. (eds.). 2008. Technology Development and Delivery Models for Sustainable Livelihoods. Proceedings no. 67. M. S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai. 168pp. 

Bharath Kumar, S., Diby Paul and Sudha Nair. 2008. Microbial Diversity of Culturable Heterotrophs in the Rhizosphere of Salt Marsh Grass, Porteresia Coarctata. Journal of Basic Microbiology. 48: 10-18. 

Malarvannan, S., S. Senthil Kumar, V. R. Prabhavathy and Sudha Nair. 2008. Individual and Synergistic Effects of Leaf Powder of a Few Medicinal Plants against American Bollworm, Helicoverpa armigera (Hubner) (Noctuidae: Lepidoptera). Asian Journal of Experimental Sciences. 22(1): 79-88. 

Murthy, Ranjani K., Josephine Sagayam., R. Rengalakshmi and Sudha Nair. 2008. Gender Efficiency, Poverty Reduction and Empowerment: Reflections from an Agriculture and Credit Programme in Tamil Nadu. Gender and Development. 16(1): 101-116. 

Nageswaran, M., S. Angel Priya, Sudip Mitra and Sudha Nair. 2008. Efficient Use of Available Resources in Rainfed Agriculture. Proceedings of the National Seminar on Livelihood Security through Rainwater Management. College of Agriculture, Nagpur. 74-75. 

Mitra, Sudip, R. Rengalakshmi, M. Nageswaran, S. V. Ramana, D. Rosario, S. Duraisamy, Sushanta K. Mahapatra and Sudha Nair. 2008. Efficient Management of Natural Resources and Enhancing Livelihoods through Bio-industrial Watershed Management Approach in Five Agro-ecologies in India. Proceedings of the International Conference on Conservation Farming Systems and Watershed Management in Rainfed Areas for Rural Employment and Poverty Eradication.(eds.) Anand Swarup, Suraj Bhan and J. S. Bali. Soil Conservation Society of India, New Delhi. 128. 

Malarvannan, S., R. Giridharan, S. Senthil Kumar and Sudha Nair. 2008. Effect of Argemone Mexicana Crude Extract and Fractions in Biochemical Profile of Helicoverpa Armigera (Hubner) (Noctuidae: Lepidopters). Biochemical and Cellular Archives. 8(1): 45-50. 

Bharath Kumar, S., N. Rameshkumar, Diby Paul, V. R. Prabavathy and Sudha Nair. 2008. Characterisation of the Predominant Bacterial Population of Different Mangrove Rhiozsphere Soils Using 16S rRNA Gene-based Single-Stranded Confirmation Poly morphism (SSCP). World Journal of Microbiology and Biotechnology. 24: 387-394. 

Malarvannan, S., R. Giridharan, V. R. Prabhavathy and Sudha Nair. 2008. Bioefficacy of Crude and Fractions of Argemone Mexicana against Tobacco Caterpillar, Spodoptra litura Fab. (Noctuidae Lepidoptera). Journal of Biopesticides (Special Issue). 55-62. 

Malarvannan, S., S. Senthil Kumar, R. Giridharan and Sudha Nair. 2008. Bioefficacy of Argemone mexicana against American Bollworm, Helicoverpa armigera (Hubner) (Noctuide: Lepidoptera). Hexapoda. 15(1): 49-55. 

Rameshkumar, N., Sudha Nair, Stefan Langer, Hans-Jurgen Busse and P. Kampfer. 2008. Altererythrobacter indicus sp. nov., Isolated from Wild Rice (Porteresia coarctata Tateoka). International Journal of Systematic Evolutionary Microbiology. 58: 839-844. 

Bharathkumar, S. Diby Paul. and Sudha Nair ( 2008). Microbial diversity of culturable heterotrophs in the rhizosphere of salt marsh grass, Porteresiae caorctata. Journal of Basic microbiology. 48; 10-18 

Rameshkumar, N. and Sudha Nair. 2007. Vibrio rhizosphaerae sp. nov., a Red-pigmented Bacterium that Antagonizes Phytopathogenic Bacteria. International Journal of Systematic Evolutionary Microbiology. 57: 2241-2246. 

Shanthasheela, N., Vijay R. Subbiah, and Sudha Nair. 2007. Sesame Village. Proceedings no. 14. M. S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai. 18pp. 

Prabavathy, V. R., R. Rengalakshmi and Sudha Nair. 2007. Ecoenterprises for Sustainable Livelihood: Decentralised Production of Biofertilisers – Azospirillum and Phosphobacteria. Monograph no. 26. M. S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai. 36pp. 

Paul, Diby, N. Dineshkumar and Sudha Nair. 2006. Proteomics of a Plant Growth Promoting Rhizobacteria, Pseudomonas Fluorescens MSP-393 subjected to Salt Shock. World Journal of Microbiology and Biotechnology. 22 (4): 369-374. 

Thamizoli, P., R. Rengalakshmi, R. Senthilkumar, T. Selvaraju and Sudha Nair. 2005. Post Tsunami Agronomic Rehabilitation in Nagappattinam and Cuddalore Districts, Tamil Nadu. Proceedings of the National Seminar on Strategies for Improved Farming and Ecological Security of Coastal Region. (eds.) D. Burman, C. Karpagam, B. K. Bandyopadhyay, A. R. Bal and Sitangshu Sarkar. Indian Society of Coastal Agricultural Research, West Bengal. 103. 

Paul, Diby, S. Bharathkumar and Sudha Nair. 2005. Osmotolerance in Biocontrol Strain of Pseudomonas Pseudoalcaligenes MSP-538: A Study using Osmolyte, Protein and Gene Expression Profiling. Annals of Microbiology. 55(4): 245-250. 

Loganathan, P. and Sudha Nair. 2004. Swaminathania salitolerans gen. nov., sp. nov., a Salt-Tolerant Nitrogen-Fixing and Phosphate-Solubilizing Bacterium from Wild Rice (Porteresia coarctata Tateoka). International Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology. 54:1 199-1204.

Paul, Diby, S. Bharathkumar and Sudha Nair. 2004. Studies on the Osmo-Tolerance in terms of Repressed/Over Expressed-Protein and Differential Display Gene Expression Profiling in Biocontrol Strains of Pseudomonas Spp. 13th 

Dugdale, Anni, Amelia Ancog, Sudha Nair, Peggy Fairbairn Dunlop and Wati Hermawati. (cont.) 2003. Gender, Science and Technology: An Asia & Pacific Gender Mainstreaming Training Manual. UNESCO, Jakarta. 111pp. 

Loganathan, P. and Sudha Nair. 2003. Crop Specific Endophyte Colonization by a Novel Salt Tolerant Dual Property Isolate PA12 from Wild Rice. Biotechnology Letters. 25 (6): 497- 501. 

Nair, Sudha. 2002. Knowledge Systems and Intellectual Property Rights. Rio, Johannesburg and Beyond: India's Progress in Sustainable Development. Orient Longman, New Delhi. 239-263. 

Saleena, Lilly M., Sunita Rangarajan and Sudha Nair. 2002. Diversity of Azospirillum Strains Isolated from Rice Plants in Coastal Agri-Ecosystems. Microbial Ecology. 44: 271-277. 

Saleena, Lilly M., P. Loganathan, R. Sunita and Sudha Nair. 2001. Genetic Diversity of Bradyrhizobium Strains Isolated from Arachis hypogea. Canadian Journal of Microbiology. 47: 118-122. 

Saleena, Lilly M., P. Loganathan, Sunita Rangarajan and Sudha Nair 2001. Ge​netic Diversity of Bradyrhizobium strains isolated form blackgram and cowpea. Journal of Biology and Fertility of Soils. 34: 276-281 

Rangarajan, Sunita, l. M. Saleena and Sudha Nair. 2001. Diversity of Pseudomonas spp. Isolated from Rice Rhizosphere Populations Grown along a Salinity Gradient. Microbial Ecology. 23(2): 

Sunita Rangarajan, P. Loganathan, Lilly. M. Saleena and Sudha Nair 2001. Diversity of pseudomonads isolated from three different plant rh izopores. Journal of Applied Microbiology. Vol 91 (4) 742-74 

Rangarajan, Sunita, l. M. Saleena, P. Vasudevan and Sudha Nair. 2001. Biological Suppression of Rice Diseases by Pseudomonas spp. under Saline Soil Conditions. Plant and Soil. Vol 251, 01: 73-82 

Nair,Sudha. 2000. Global Partnerships Towards Creation of Knowledge Societies -A Way Forward. Current Science.76 (12) : 1413 -1414. 

Loganathan, P., R. Sunitha, A. Parida and Sudha Nair. 1999. Isolation and Characterization of Two Genetically Distant Groups of Acetobacter diazotrophicus from a New Host Plant Eleusine corcana L. J. of Appl. Microbiol. 86:1053-1058. 

Chapters in Books/books

V. R. Prabavathy and Sudha Nair. 2009. Role of biofertilizers for sustainable crop production. Guidelines for entrepreneurship development programme to Biotechnology graduates (eds). P. Ponmurugan and B. Nithya. Excel India publications, New Delhi. 96-99.

Technology Development and Delivery Models for Sustainable Livelihoods – Eds Sudha Nair and Nandhini Iyengar, April 2008

Sudha Nair (2008) in  Science Technology and Innovation: Capacity Building for Sustainable growth and poverty reduction – World Bank Publication..pg 164-167, 2008

Sudha Nair (2008) Bio-entreprenuership for Women in the Abstracts brought out for the National Conference on Show on Showcasing Cutting edge Science and Technology by Women, 8-9th March, DST, Govt of India, 

Ranjani K. Murthy, Josephine Sagayam, R.  Rengalakshmi and Sudha Nair (2008) Gender, efficiency, poverty reduction, and empowerment: reflections from an agriculture and credit programme in Tamil Nadu, India, Vol 16, No 1 March, Gedner and Development, Oxfam

Seenivasan, R., Malarvannan S., Rengalakshmi R. and Sudha Nair. 2006. Organic production of plantation crops under rainfed condition in Thoni hills, Western Ghats, Tamil Nadu. In: Proc. National Seminar on Organic farming for Alleviation of Rural Poverty (Ed. G. K. Veeresh), APOF, Bangalore, pp. 20-21.
R. Selvamukilan, R.  Rengalakshmi, P. Thamizoli and Sudha Nair (2006) Village-level Production and use of Bicontrol Agents and Biofertilizer in Biological Approaches to Sustainable Soil Systems,  pg647-649, Edited by Norman Uphoff and et al, CRC publication

V R Prabavathy, R.  Rengalakshmi and Sudha Nair (2007) Ecoenterprises for sustainable lively hood – decentralized production of  biofertilizers Azospirillum and Phosphobacteria

N Shanthasheela, Vijay R Subbiah and Sudha Nair  (2007) Sesame Village

Bhavani, R.V, M. Velayutham. S. Bala Ravi, Sudha Nair, S. Vepa and K. Balasubramanian. 2003. Ethics of economic Development: meeting on Ethics of Science and Technology in the Asia Pacific Region. RUSHSAP, UNESCO, Bangkok.

Dugdale, Anni.; Amelia Ancog;  Sudha Nair; Peggy Fairbern Dunlop and Wati Hermawati 2003. Gender, Science and Technology: An Asia Pacific Gender Mainstreaming Training Mannual, UNESCO, Jakarta 111pp.

Sudha Nair: “Environment, the new economy and new employment opportunities” Stockholm thirty years on Progress achieved and challenges ahead in international environmental co-operation, 17-18 June, 2002, Proceedings of the international conference Published by the Ministry of Sweden, pg. 157–159, Stockholm, Sweden

Sudha Nair:  Knowledge systems and intellectual property rights in Rio, Johannesburg and beyond –, Orient Longman, pg 239 –263, 2002

Assessment of Resources, Best Practices and Gaps in Gender Science and Technology in the Asia Pacific Region, Eds: Anni Dugdale, Sudha Nair & Amelia Ancog, 2001

Conferences/Presentations (select in the last five years)

Prabavathy, V. R. and Sudha Nair. 2009. Diversity of PGPR associated with the saline coastal ecosystems and their beneficial roles in sustainable agriculture. First Asian PGPR conference for Sustainable Agriculture. 21-24th June 2009. Hyderabad.

S. Jegan, N. Ramesh kumar, V. R. Prabavathy and Sudha Nair. 2009. Biocontrol of Blast Disease in Finger Millet Using Pseudomonas spp. Isolated From Rhizosphere Soils and Diversity of Antibiotic Coding Genes in Pseudomonas April 26-30th . ICOB . TERI. New Delhi 

Sridhar Ravichandran., N. Subathara., V. R. Prabavathy and Sudha Nair. 2008. Isolation of antagonistic actinomycetes from Evergreen forest soils of Kodaikanal and Kolli hills, Tamil Nadu. 49th  AMI conference 18th Nov-20th nov. University of Delhi, South Campus Delhi.  

Appunu C, Sasi Rekha N, Prabavathy V R and Sudha Nair.2008.Genetic characteristics of rhizobia isolated from nodules of soybean (Glycine max) in India. 49th  AMI conference.  18th Nov-20th nov. University of Delhi, South Campus Delhi.  

S. Jegan., N. Ramesh Kumar., V. R. Prabavathy and Sudha Nair. 2008. Diversity of biocontrol Pseudomonas spp. associated with finger millet cultivated in saline soils of Tamil Nadu. Indian society for molecular plant pathology. 17th Nov-19th . University of Mysore, Mysore . 

Prabavathy, V.R. S. Bharathkumar and Sudha Nair. 2008. Diversity of rhizosphere associated microbes from different mangrove species. 13th International conference on Biotechnology 12th-18th, October 2008. University of Dalian, China.

Malarvannan, S., Shanthakumar, S. P., Shriya Kumar, Shravanthi Madhavan., Prabavathy, V.R. and Sudha Nair. 2009. Efficacy of white muscardine fungus, Beauveria bassiana (Balsamo) against American bollworm, Helicoverpa armigera (Hubner) (Noctuidae: Lepidoptera). In: Poster presentation at 5th International Conference on Biopesticides: Stakeholders Perspectives. 26-30, April, 2009, New TERI, New Delhi. pp. 75.

Malarvannan, S. C. Vaanathi, S. Sekar and Sudha Nair. 2009. Bioefficacy of Clausena dentata (Willd.) leaf extract and fractions against the gram pod borer, Helicoverpa armigera (Hubner) (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae).  In: Abstracts of the National Symposium on Non-chemical Insect Pest Management. 5-6, February 2009, Entomology Research Institute, Loyola College, Chennai. pp. 2.

Shanthakumar, S.P. , S. Malarvannan, V.R. Prabavathy and Sudha Nair. 2009. Efficacy of green muscardine fungus, Metarhizium anisopliae (Metsch.) against red flour beetle, Tribolium castaneum (Herbst) (Tenebrionidae: Coleoptera).  In: Abstracts of the National Symposium on Non-chemical Insect Pest Management. 5-6, February 2009, Entomology Research Institute, Loyola College, Chennai. pp. 22.

Malarvannan, S., K. Priyadarshan, V. R. Prabavathy and Sudha Nair. 2009. Mass production of entomopathogenic fungi (EPF) using different substrates. In: Poster presentation at State level Seminar on scope of organic farming and sustainable Agriculture, February 10, 2009. Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirapalli.

Priya, E. Prabavathy, V.R., Malarvannan, S. and Sudha Nair. 2009. Antagonistic activity and diversity analysis of soil actinomycetes against fungal pathogens. In: Poster presentation at “International colloquium on emerging Biotechnologies in Agriculture, Animal health and Productivity” (ICEB’09). February, 23-27, 2009. Alagappa University, Karaikudi.
Malarvannan S. S. Sekar, V. R. Prabavathy and Sudha Nair. 2008. Individual and synergistic efficacy of leaf powder of Argemone mexicana against tobacco caterpillar, Spodoptera litura Fab. (Noctuidae: Lepidoptera). Uttar Pradesh Journal of Zoology, Emerging Trends of Researches in Insect Pest Management & Environmental Safety Suppl., 4, Vol. 1: 155-164.

Shanthakumar S. P, S. Malarvannan., V. R. Prabavathy and Sudha Nair. 2008. Surveillance of insect pests of Morinda citrifolia L. and Morinda tinctoria in the west coast of Kerala. In: Poster session of the Third National Symposium, Noni Search 2008. 18-19, October 2008, New Delhi. pp. 76
S. Bharath Kumar, N. Ramesh Kumar, C. Appunu, V.R. Prabavathy, and Sudha Nair. 2007. Diversity analysis of rhizosphere associated culturable and unculturable bacteria from mangroves. AMI 48th National Conference held at IIT madras, Dec. 18-21. Dr Rana Memorial Best Poster Award
C.Appunu, Rameshkumar.N, V.R. Prabhavathy and Sudha Nair (2007) Genetic diversity of Soyabean Bradyrhizobium from India. AMI 48th National Conference held at IIT madras, Dec. 18-21, 

Rameshkumar.N, and Sudha Nair (2007) Vibrio porteresiae sp.nov. A novel diazotrophic bacterium from mangrove associated wild rice. AMI 48th National Conference held at IIT Chennai,  Dec. 18-21, 

S. Malarvannan., R. Rengalakshmi., R. Seenivasan., V.R. Prabavathy and Sudha Nair. 2007. Use of white muscardine fungus, Beauveria bassiana in the integrated management of banana pseudo stem weevil, Odoiporus longicollis Oliv. in Thoni Hills, Western Ghats. In: Abstracts of the 48th Annual Conference-Association of Microbiologists of India. 18-21, December 2007, IIT, Chennai. pp. 167.
S. Bharath Kumar, V.R. Prabavathy, N. Ramesh Kumar and Sudha Nair. 2007. Analysis of DNA Polymorphism of Xanthomonas oryzae pv. oryzicola by PCR-based DNA fingerprinting and its biological control  using Pseudomonas fluorescence. 8th agricultural science congress. National academy of Agricultural sciences. Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore Feb 15-17.

S. Bharathkumar, Prabavathy, V.R., RameshKumar, N and Sudha Nair. (2007) Analysis of DNA polymorphism of Xanthomonas oryzae pv. oryzicola by PCR-based DNA fingerprinting and its biological control using Pseudomonas fluoresecens.  National Academy of Agricultural Science, 8th Agricultural Science Congress, February 15-17, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore, India

S. Bharathkumar, Rameshkumar, N. and Sudha Nair. (2006) Prospecting Plant Growth Promoting Bacteria for Coastal Sustainable Agriculture. Agricultural Biotechnology for the Global Public Good, October 4-6,  Chennai, India.
S. Bharathkumar, Diby Paul and Sudha Nair (2004) Genetic Diversity in Biocontrol – Pseudomonas Species in Coastal Agri-ecosystem of Southern India, Using RFLP and SSCP Techniques. 13th Southern Regional Conference on Microbial Inoculants. Agricultural College, Bijapur, Dec. 3-5,

Sujanitha, Rameshkumar and Sudha Nair (2004). Characterization and diversity of phosphate solubilizing bacteria from the mangrove ecosystem. 13th Southern Regional Conference on Microbial Inoculants, Agricultural college, Bijapur, Dec 3-5 Best Poster
Diby Paul, Bharathkumar and Sudha Nair (2004). Studies on the osmotolerance in terms of repressed/over expressed proteins and differential display gene expression profiling in biocontrol strains of Pseudomonas spp. Southern Regional Conference on Microbial Inoculants, Agricultural college, Bijapur, Dec 3-5 Best paper – oral session
Rameshkumar.N, Murugavel.M, Loganathan.P and Sudha Nair (2003) Prospecting of Plant Growth Promoting Rhizobacteria from Selected Mangrove Plants in Pichavaram. 6th International Conference on Plant Growth Promoting Bacteria, IISR Calicut, Oct. 3-5,

Others:

Sudha Nair (2008) Ecotechnology and Livelihoods for Women Empowerment at International course on “Sustainable Livelihoods and Empowerment of Rural Women”, 11th Aug, National Institute of Rural Development, Ministry of Rural Development, Govt, of India, Hyderabad

Sudip Mittra, R. Rengalakshmi, M. Nageshwaran, D. Rozario, Shanti Durai, S. Mahapatra and Sudha Nair (2008) efficient Management of Natural resources and enhancing livelihoods in Bio-industrial Watershed Management approach in five agro-ecosystems in India at the International Conference on Conservation Farming systems and Watershed management in Rain-fed areas for Rural employment and poverty reduction 12-16 Feb, New Delhi

M. Nageswaran, S. Angel Priya, Sudip Mittra and Sudha Nair (2008). Efficient use of Available resources in Rain-fed Agriculture, In; Proceedings of the National Seminar on Livelihood security through Rainwater management, Nagpur, 22-23, Jan 2008

Sudha Nair (2008) Empowerment of Women in rural areas – Sustaining Global Pressures: Women in Science & Engineering, Next generation challenges and opportunities – Indian Women Scientists, Association Kalpakkam IGCAR Jan 3rd -5th Chennai 

Sudha Nair (2007) Engaging Women in Science – Options for Developing Countries, Women in Science Bibliotheca Alexandria, Egypt, Oct 23 – 24

Sudha Nair (2007) The Gender dimensions of STI Capacity building – Global Forum Building Science, Technology and Innovation – Capacity for Sustainable Growth & Poverty Reduction, Feb 13-15, Washington DC

Sudha Nair (2006) Gender, Science and Technology for Sustainable Development – Indian Report, at the Gender, Science and Technology for Sustainable Development: Looking ahead to the next 10 years Dec 12-13 Paris, France

Sudha Nair (2006) Utilizing All of our Talents: Women in Science – Science and Technology in Society (STS) Forum Japan, Sept 10-12, Kyoto, Japan

Sudha Nair (2006) Social Inequity: What Young people can do about it? Temple University Japan Campus, Sept 8th, 2006, Tokyo

Sudha Nair (2006) Technological and Economic Empowerment: Is SHG movement an effective tool? Women Empowerment at the 93rd Indian Science Congress 3-7 Jan, Hyderabad

Sudha Nair (2005) Access to Technology and skill empowerment: Bridging the missing links at the Gender, Science and Technology Beijing + 10, 18-19 Nov NAAS, New Delhi 

Sudha Nair (2002) “Engendering development – science and technology as a tool” at the “Gender perspective in research, extension and education” short course by ICAR at Kerala Agriculture University, 21st – 30th October,  Kerala.

Sudha Nair (2002 Eco-jobs and Eco-entrepreneurship: the way forward at the Ecology of Hope Initiative, 30th August, WSSD, Johannesburg, South Africa

Sudha Nair (2002) “Environment, the new economy and new employment opportunities” in the session on Building resilience: A necessity in view of global change at the Stockholm thirty years on Progress achieved and challenges ahead in international environmental co-operation, 17-18 June, Stockholm, Sweden

Sudha Nair (2002)“Bio-entrepreneurship and women – bridging the missing links” at the Conference of Women Scientists and Technologists: Role in National Development – 8-9th March,  Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi 

Sudha Nair (2002) Science and Technology for Women’s Economic Empowerment at the APGEN Partners Conference, 23 –25 May, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Sudha Nair (2000) Science and Society: The Pathway for Sustainable Equitable Development -, paper presented at the Women in Science Session, 87th Indian Science Congress, Pune Jan 3-7, 

Sudha Nair (1999) Biotechnology in Developing Countries: Strategies needed for optimizing the Biotechnology Revolution -, paper presented at the International Conference on Biotechnology in the Global Economy, 2-3rd September, Center for International Development, Harvard, USA

Participation in Workshops/Conferences (last five years):

Sudha Nair (2009) Women as Biotechnology Entrepreneurs at the EC-US Task Force on Biotechnology Research Workshop: A Global Look at Women’s Leadership in Biotechnology Research, UCSF Campus, Mission Bay, San Francisco, California 23rd-24th June.

Sudha Nair (2009) Women in Science increasing their visibility- National Initiatives at the National Seminar on “ Career in Science for Women Challenges & Opportunities” organized by the Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment, Govt fo Kerala & Dept of Science and Technology, 17th – 18th March, Trivandrum

Ecotechnology and Livelihoods for Women empowerment at International training programme on Sustainable livelihoods and Empowerment of rural women, 11th Aug, 2008, NIRD Hyderabad. 

Meeting of the Gender Advisory Board, UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development, World Bank, Washington DC12 Feb, 2007

Consultative Workshop on Bringing Gender Sensitivity in rural Development: Programmes and Policies 1-16 Oct 2007, NIRD, Hyderabad

Ecoagriculture Partnership, Launch of the Community Knowledge Services, FRLHT, Bangalore, Oct 21, 2007

Board Meeting of Friends of MSSRF – Tokyo 9th sep 2006, Tokyo, Japan 

Meeting of the Gender Advisory Board, UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development, 14-15 Dec, 2006

International Eco-agriculture Conference and Practioners Fair – ICRAF, Nairobi Sept 27th -2nd Oct  2004

Regional policy study on grassroots technology innovation and gender mainstreaming – Oct 26/27 Jakarta, 2004, UNESCO 

STEPAN Coordination Board Meeting, New Delhi April 16-17th, 2003 

Workshop on Gender, Science and Technology Training Manual for Asia Pacific, Jakarta 4-6 Feb 2003

Ecology of Hope: Uncommon Opportunities for Eco-jobs and Eco-Entrepreneurship, 2nd GEF Assembly, Beijing 16 – 18 2002, China

Eco-jobs and Eco-entrepreneurship: the way forward at the Ecology of Hope Initiative, 30th August 2002, WSSD, Johannesburg, South Africa

Research Partnership for Sustainable Development Meeting, 17 – 19th July, 2002, IIED, UK

Ecology of Hope: Uncommon Opportunities for Eco-jobs and Eco-entrepreneurship at a Seminar of Job-led growth 20th June, 2002, GEF, Washington

Stockholm thirty years on Progress achieved and challenges ahead in international environmental co-operation, 17-18 June, 2002, Stockholm, Sweden

APGEN Partners Conference, 23 –25 May, 2002, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

International Ecotecnie Chairs Workshop, 25 –27 March 2002, UNESCO, Paris,

Editorial Committee meeting of the Regional Advisory Group Meeting on Gender Equity through Science and Technology in the Asia Pacific Region, Bangkok, Thailand 2001

Second Regional Advisory Group Meeting on Gender Equity through Science and Technology in the Asia Pacific Region, Bangkok, Thailand 2001

Science Partnership Committee, Mid-term meeting of the CGIAR, May 4 –5, 2001, Paris.

Regional Workshop on Gender Equity through Science and Technology in the Asia Pacific Region. Jakarta /Yogyakarta, Indonesia April 4 – 8 2001

Science Partnership Committee, Centres Week of CGIAR, Oct 20 –27, 2000, Washington, USA

Science Partnership Committee, Mid-term meeting of the CGIAR, May 21 - 26, 2000, Dresden, Germany,

First Regional Advisory Group Meting on Gender Equity through Science and Technology in the Asia Pacific Region, Manila, Philippines 5 – 7 sep 2000, 2000

Global Knowledge Conference, Kuala Lumpur March 21 – 26, 2000

Monitoring Impacts and Building Capacities. Rockefeller Foundation Water Poverty Meeting: Antigua 14 –17 Feb 2000.

Workshops Organized (last five years)

National Conference on Show on Showcasing Cutting edge Science and Technology by Women, 8-9th March, DST, Govt of India – as a Task Force Member, 2008
National Consultation - Technology Development and Delivery Models for Sustainable Livelihoods (2007), co-organized by DST, Govt. of India, FAO Bangkok and SBI.26th-28th July 

National Consultation on Rural Energy: Potential of Renewable Energy Sources – July 2006  along with DST

Convenor of the Panel on Sustainable Livelihood (off farm and on-farm employment) 93rd Science Congress at Acharya NG Ranga Agricutlural University, Hyderabad, 3-7th Jan 2006

National Consultation of Ten years after Beijing: Gender, Science and technology, Nov 18-19, 2005, New Delhi

Inter-disciplinary Dialogue on Biotechnology and Organic Farming, IFOAM, National Commission on Farmers, MSSRF, 7-10 March 2005

Access and Benefit Sharing Policies and Laws for Asia Pacific Region, PIGRI and MSSRF, Sept 22- 24, 2004 

Project Design Workshop for Green Enterprises, April 30 – 5 May, 2003, Chennai 

Ecology of Hope Initiative, 30th August 2002, WSSD, Johannesburg, South Africa

Inter-disciplinary dialogue and new technologies: Reaching the unreached – Environment, the New Economy and New Employment, 28 – 31, Jan 2002.

Regional Conference of the APGEST, 21 –23 March 2001, MSSRF, Chennai

Intellectual Property Rights and Human well being – A workshop for the LEAD fellows, Aug 2 – 5, 2000, Chennai
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