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Born in Ansbach, Germany in 1951, Walter R. Erdelen obtained a B.Sc. in Zoology, Botany, Genetics, Chemistry in 1973, in 1977 a M.Sc. in Zoology, Botany, Genetics, Chemistry and in 1983 a Ph.D. in Ecology and Zoology from the University of Munich, Germany, followed by habilitation in Biogeography in 1993 from the University of the Saarland, Germany.
Between 1981 and 1988, Walter Erdelen was a Lecturer and Researcher at the Dept. of Zoology, University of Munich, Germany and a Research Associate at the Zoological Museum in Munich, Germany, when he became a Senior Lecturer and Researcher and then Associate Professor at the Institute of Biogeography at Saarland University, Saarbrücken, Germany. In 1995 he was appointed Professor of Ecology and Biogeography at the Department of Zoology, Institute for Animal Ecology and Tropical Biology and Director of the Ecological Field Station, University of Würzburg, Germany. In 1997 he left Germany for invaluable experience in Asia to become a visiting Professor at the Dept. of Biology, Institute of Technology, Bandung, Indonesia, a post he occupied until his nomination as Assistant Director-General for Natural Sciences, UNESCO, in 2001.
Since 1975, Walter Erdelen has been teaching at universities and public schools in Germany and abroad in the fields of environmental sciences, conservation biology, ecology, systematics and evolutionary biology. His teaching has covered basic and applied sciences at pre- and postgraduate levels, benefiting from accumulated research experience in these fields obtained over 25 years, particularly in the tropics. His experience covers training needs assessment at foreign universities, planning and implementation of university education programs, planning, organization and the realization of national and international research programs and conferences. He has fulfilled a number of advisory and evaluation tasks for national and international organizations, especially in relation to ecological research and conservation programs in developing countries. Many years of working experience in the African and South and Southeast Asian regions have given him a good understanding of these last. 
Author of over 60 scientific papers and reviews published in international journals, Walter Erdelen is also the editor of three books, among others, on tropical ecosystems, landscape management in Sri Lanka, and sustainable use of reptiles in Indonesia. He is also the translator and editor of a book on the natural history of New Zealand and of the Environmental Monitoring Handbook for Tsetse Control Operations.
His professional affiliations include: Society for Conservation Biology, USA; The World Conservation Union (IUCN), Species Survival Commission, USA; Ecological Society of America, USA; American Society of Naturalists, USA and the Society of Systematic Biology, USA
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