Dennis L. MEADOWS

Dennis L. Meadows (born 1942) is one of the best-known voices to warn against the catastrophic consequences of excessive growth. He holds a Ph. D. from the renowned Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), where for many years he taught systems dynamics. Meadows has been a tenured professor of management, engineering, and social sciences. His specialist subject is the computer modeling of complex cycles and the behavior of such simulated worlds when subject to stress.

It was this line of research that led to Meadows' best-known work, The Limits to Growth, a controversial report published on behalf of the Club of Rome in 1972, which aimed to provide the world with a look forward to the 21st century. Meadows compiled this overview of potential future scenarios together with his wife, the now deceased environmental scientist Donella Meadows, and the Norwegian policy analysis professor Jørgen Randers. Since then, two revised versions of this report have appeared, most recently in 2004 as Limits to Growth: The 30-Year Update. All three versions have been translated into 35 languages and have lent lasting impetus to the sustainability debate.

Since leaving MIT, Meadows has headed several research institutes in New England, initially at the University of Dartmouth and latterly at the University of New Hampshire in Durham, where he is President of the Laboratory for Interactive Learning at the Browne Center and President of the Balaton Group, an international network of professionals working in the fields of systems science and public policy. Meadows also holds four honorary doctorates from European universities, is a member of the Club of Vienna, and has advised a number of international corporations on the issue of sustainability.
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