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László Sólyom was born on 3rd January 1942 in Pécs.

He graduated from the Faculty of Political and Legal Sciences of the University of Pécs in 1965 and the same year also qualified as a librarian in the National Széchényi Library. 

Between 1966 and 1969 he worked as assistant lecturer at the Institute of Civil Law of the Friedrich Schiller University of Jena. Between 1969 and 1978 he was a fellow of the Institute of Political and Legal Sciences of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Until 1975 he worked as a librarian at the Library of Parliament. 

He started working on Torts and Damages. 

From the eighties onwards he worked in the field of the Right of Personality and Privacy, and introduced the right of data protection in Hungary, thus shifting the focus of his activity to constitutional rights and later to theoretical questions of constitutional jurisdiction too. 

In 1978 he was associate professor and between 1983 and 1998 university professor at the Department of Civil Law of the Eötvös Loránd University Budapest. 

Since 1995 he has been university professor at the Faculty of Law of the Pázmány Péter Catholic University Budapest. He was Head of the Department of Comparative Private and Public Law and of the Doctoral Degree Programme till his appointment as President.

He obtained his doctorate at the University of Jena in 1969. 

In 1981 he became doctor of Political and Legal Sciences of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 

In 1998 he won the Humboldt Prize to foreign social scientists, a high German research award. 

In 1999 he was made doctor honoris causa of the University of Cologne. 

In 1999 and 2000 he was visiting professor at the University of Cologne. 

He has been corresponding member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences since 2001. 

Since the early 1980s he has been a legal advisor to civil and environmental movements, and has been a member of Duna Kör (Danube Circle). In 1988 and 1989 he was member of various civil organisations which played a significant role in the transition to democracy (e.g. Nyilvánosság Klub [Club for Freedom of the Press] and Független Jogász Fórum [Independent Lawyers’ Forum]). He was a founding member of the Hungarian Democratic Forum (MDF) and a member of its presidency between March 1989 and November 1990. He attended the sessions of the Opposition Roundtable on behalf of MDF and participated in the National Roundtable Negotiations in 1990. 

On 24th November 1989 Parliament elected him a judge to the newly established Constitutional Court. He was deputy president of the Contitutional Court until summer 1990 and was elected by his peers president of the Constitutional Court three times between 1990 and 1998, a position he held until the end of his mandate. 

He has been a member of the Védegylet (Protect the Future, Society for Our Natural and Cultural Heritage) since it was founded in March 2000. 

In 1998 he was awarded the Grand Cross with Star of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

In 1999 he was awarded the Grand Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Hungary. 

In 2003 he received the medal of the Nagy Imre Order of Merit. 

His wife is a secondary school teacher with an M.A. degree in Hungarian and psychology. The couple have two children and eleven grandchildren. 


The National Assembly of Hungary elected László Sólyom President of the Republic on 7th June 2005.


Membership of international and Hungarian organisations: 


International Commission of Jurists, Geneva (1993-2001), 

Scientific advisory board, Institute for Advanced Studies, Berlin (1994-2001), 

European Commission for Democracy through Law (of the Council of Europe, “The Venice Commission”, member till his appointment as President), 

The Hungarian Accreditation Commission, member between 2001 and 2003, 

College of Social Sciences of the Hungarian Scientific Research Fund, member from 2004 till his appointment as President, 

Member of the editorial board: Europäische Grundrechte Zeitschrift (EuGRZ, Starsbourg), Osteuropa/Recht (Cologne)


Major publications:


Books

Pártok és érdekszervezetek az Alkotmányban. (Parties and Interest Organisations in the Constitution), Budapest, Rejtjel, 2004. 

Az alkotmánybíráskodás kezdetei Magyarországon. (The Beginnings of Constitutional Jurisdiction in Hungary), Budapest, Osiris, 2001. 

Constitutional Judiciary in a New Democracy: the Hungarian Constitutional Court. Ann Arbor, The University of Michigan Press, 2000. (co-authored with Georg Brunner) 

Verfassungsgerichtsbarkeit in Ungarn. Analysen und Entscheidungssammlung 1990-1993. Baden-Baden, Nomos, 1995. (co-authored with Georg Brunner) 

A Zöld Hullám. Olvasókönyv a környezetvédelmi társadalmi mozgalmakról. (The Green Wave. A Reader on Environmental Social Movements), edited by László Sólyom and Máté Szabó, Budapest, ELTE, 1988. 

Die Persönlichkeitsrechte. Eine vergleichend-historische Studie über ihre Grundlagen. Budapest - Köln, Akadémiai Kiadó - Carl Heymanns Verlag, 1984. 

A személyiségi jogok elmélete. (The Theory of Personality Rights) Budapest, Közgazdasági és Jogi Kiadó, 1983. 

The Decline of Civil Law Liability. Budapest - Alphen aan den Rijn, Akadémiai Kiadó - Sijthoff and Noordhoff, 1980. 

Környezetvédelem és polgári jog. (Environmental Protection and Civil Law) Budapest, Akadémiai Kiadó, 1980. 

A polgári jogi felelősség hanyatlása. (The Decline of Civil Law Liability) Budapest, Akadémiai Kiadó, 1977.


Essays

The Role of Constitutional Courts in the Transition to Democracy, with special reference to Hungary 
International Sociology, March 2003, Vol.18(1), pp. 137-165. 

The Rights of Future Generations, and Representing Them in the Present 
Acta Juridica Hungarica, 43, Nos 1-2 (2002) pp. 135-143. 

Egy új szabadságjog: az információszabadság. (A New Right: Freedom of Information) 
Valóság, 1988/9. pp. 14-34. 

Mit szabad és mit nem? Capriccio polgári jogi témákra. (What Can You Do and What Can’t? Capriccio on Civil Rights Subjects) 
Valóság, 1985/8. pp. 12-24. 

A társadalom részvétele a környezetvédelemben. (The Participation of Society in Environmental Protection) 
Medvetánc, 1985/4-1986/1. pp. 217-242.
 

