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Rüdiger Klein has an academic background in humanities and social science disciplines. He studied in Bologna, Cambridge, Munich, and Tübingen, as well as at universities in five Middle Eastern countries (Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey). He holds a PhD in Middle Eastern History of SOAS (University of London), where he examined the economic, social and cultural ties between Iran, the Arabian/Persian Gulf and India. Subsequent work focus on the study of entrepreneurial networks in the Mediterranean and the Middle East.
Rüdiger has worked as a researcher and consultant (cultural heritage; preservation and access) in North Africa, the Middle East and the Arabian Peninsula, in Central and South Asia. He held research positions and was awarded fellowships in France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, the UK and the US. More recently he has been engaged in research collaboration between Europe and Asia, mainly from the point of view of designing collaborative arrangements that would suit specific science communities and their institutional traditions. As evaluator and science policy advisor he serves a variety of different national and international bodies and organisations.

In 2004, he joined European Science Foundation (ESF) in Strasbourg (France; „Sciences Humaines”), where he initially operated as programme director and subsequently contributed to strategy and foresight work (interdisciplinary area studies, cognitive science, environmental and evolutionary research, security research and urban studies). 
He was appointed to the position of Executive Director of ALLEA in November 2008. 

