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Kerri-Ann Jones

Current Position:Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs -designate (since June 2009)

Jones graduated from Barnard College in 1975.Barnard College web site(1)Barnard College web site She then moved to Yale University, where she pursued her Ph.D. in molecular biophysics and biochemistry.

In 1985, Jones began her career as a science, engineering, and diplomacy fellow for the American Association for the Advancement of Science.American Academy of Arts and Sciences web site(2)American Academy of Arts and Sciences web site She next joined U.S. AID, where she travelled to New Delhi, India, to consult on ways to combine biotechnology and development."President Obama Announces More Key Administration Posts," White House, June 24, 2009(3)"President Obama Announces More Key Administration Posts," White House, June 24, 2009
In 1996, Jones was appointed associate director for national security and international affairs at the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy. In 1999, she was named director of the office. In that position, she pushed for the development of new technologies to combat terrorism, including a system to detect bombs on planes and strategies to develop a stronger telecommunications infrastructure. Jones moved to Maine in 1999 to direct the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research.

In 2002, Jones took over as director of the Office of international Science and Engineering at the National Science Foundation.Office of international Science and Technology web site(4)Office of international web site There, she focused on increasing the number of international research opportunities for early career scientists and on research partnerships between U.S. scientists and those from developing nations.Winter, Allison, “State Dept.” Scientist nominated to lead environment, science efforts,” E&E News, June 25, 2009(5)Winter, Allison, “ State Dept.” Scientist nominated to lead environment, science efforts,” E&E News, June 25, 2009

After leaving in 2005,Jones became an independent consultant. 

 Jones was nominated for Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs - in June 2009.Washington Post Head Count(6)
