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Having graduated in 1955 as a research biologist from the School of Natural Sciences of ELTE University, Budapest, he then went on to a structural study of vertebrates’ central nervous systems at Pécs Anatomy Department headed by János Szentágothai. Since 1963, he has been studying the development of linkages between neural networks and the nervous system at Semmelweis University of Medicine, Budapest. He has held the rank of Research Professor since 1992 there. Apart from doing research, he teaches, too. Since 1980, he has been Guest Professor at Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New York, N.Y. In 1998, he became a Full Member of HAS as well as Member of the European Academy. He served as President of Janus Pannonius University, Pécs (1992-1994), and presided over the Hungarian Convention of University Presidents in 1993-1994. He held a government post as Minister of Cultural Heritage between July 1998 and January 2000. In 1999 he was President of Budapest World Science Conference organised by UNESCO. Since July 2000 he has chaired the Hungarian Heritage Award Committee, and has served, since September 2001, as chair of the Hungarian Branch of the Europa Movement. In May 2002, he was elected President of the Hungarian UNESCO Committee.
Main Fields of Research:
Synaptic organisation of the cerebellum and the sub-cortical centre of the visual system; the development of the nervous system in general, and that of neural networks in particular; plasticity of the developing and mature nervous system.
Professional Career:
1950-1955 Studying at ELTE University, Budapest

1955 Research biologist’s degree, ELTE University, Budapest

1955-1963 Research assistant, Institute of Anatomy, University of Medicine, Pécs

1958 University doctor’s degree in comparative anatomy, ELTE University, Budapest

1963-1972 Research worker, Institute of Anatomy, Semmelweis University, Budapest

1966 Ph.D. in biological sciences

1969-1970 University guest professor at San Diego and Los Angeles

1972 Doctor of the Academy degree

1972-1988 Scientific consultant, Institute of Anatomy, Semmelweis University, Budapest

1972-1992 Several study trips to Institute of Neurology, Mount Sinai University, New York, N.Y. From 1980: guest professorship.

1989-2002 University professor, Institute of Zoology, Janus Pannonius University, Pécs

1990 Corresponding Member of HAS

1992 Member of European Academy

1992-1994 President of Janus Pannonius University, Pécs

1992- Research Professor at Neurobiological Research Team of HAS and Semmelweis University, Budapest

1993-1994 President, Hungarian Convention of University Presidents

1994 Member of Council of Higher Education and Science

1994 Széchenyi Award (with Tamás Roska)

1994-1998 Member of the Executive Council of the European Scientific Foundation at Strasbourg

1998-2000 Minister of National Heritage

1999 President, World Science Conference

2000-2002 President, Board of Science and Technology with the Hungarian Government

2000- Member, European Academy for Science and the Arts

2000- President, Hungarian UNESCO Committee

2002- Vice-President, Hungarian Academy of Sciences

