Dan Bitan
Co-director, the Israeli-Palestinian Science Organization
For 25 years, until 1990, Dan Bitan held various positions in Israeli public education. First, as History and Civics high-school teacher, then as a civics curriculum designer and expert at the Ministry of Education and Culture of Israel, and at its Educational TV. He wrote text-books chapters, TV scripts for educational programs, and teachers’ guides, was Director of Civics programmes at the Israeli Educational TV, and then its consultant. He established and was the first director of programmes for Gifted Children at the Israeli Ministry of Education, and was a founder and first President of the World Council for Gifted Children. Before retiring from the Israeli Civil Service Dan Bitan was head of Junior High Schools in the Ministry of Education.
Dan has taught in the Schools of Education of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and of Tel-Aviv University, and Modern History of Palestine Zionism at the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem.
Dan has a long history of involvement in Israeli civil society.  He was the chairperson of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem Students’ Union, establishing amongst other initiatives its Debating Society, and served as Secretary-General of the World Union of Jewish Students. After the 1967 war Bitan played a significant role in establishing and activating Israeli peace groups and movements. Currently Bitan is an active member of the Israeli-Palestinian Peace NGO Forum, and a Board member of the Israeli Center for the Defense of the Individual, an Israeli Human Rights organization offering support to individual Palestinians in East Jerusalem and the West Bank.
Dan Bitan is currently writing a series of historical studies on the Cold War, the Partition of Palestine and the Establishment of Israel. The first, on Plans to Internationalize Jerusalem in 1947, was published (in French) in 2008, and an updated version in English is forthcoming. In the framework of IPSO, Bitan has played a major role in initiating a pioneer series of joint Israeli-Palestinian studies on the History of Water in the Jordan River Basin in the last hundred years, to which he will contribute a research on The American Involvement in Planning the Israeli Water Carrier in the 1940s.
Since 1990 Dan Bitan participated, initiated and managed cooperation projects between Israelis and Palestinians. First as the Deputy Head of the Harry S. Truman Research Institute for the Advancement of Peace at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where Peace related studies were paramount in the 1990s, then as the consultant for Peace and Cooperation Programmes at the Andrea and Charles Bronfman Philanthropies (ACBP) office in Jerusalem, where cooperation in research and in Science Education was a policy. Between 2002 and 2004 Dan Bitan acted as one of the major catalysts in the establishment and activation of the Israeli-Palestinian Science Organization (IPSO), a logical consequence of the cooperative work initiated at ACBP. When IPSO was incorporated Dan became its Israeli co-director. 

 IPSO is currently Dan’s major endeavor, believing that Israeli-Palestinian cooperation in science and scholarship, based on the universal language of Science, can be and should be an integral component of progress towards an Israeli-Palestinian Peace, building sustainable bridges between the two peoples. 
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