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Let us now 
‘zoom in’ on 

part of the Great 
Barrier Reef



The Great Barrier Reef
•  visible from  space 

• world’s largest living 
structure



The Great Barrier Reef
•  ~ 3,000 separate reefs

•  over 900 islands





Whitsunday Islands



Hook Reef

Hardy Reef





  



  





  

One of the richest and 
most diverse natural 
areas on Earth…. 







  

The world’s largest coral reef 
ecosystem, and a critical 

global resource…. 



  

The world’s largest 
marine protected area…

344,400 square kilometres



AUSTRALIA

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
•  > 2,000 km long

• from the low water mark       up  
to 250 km offshore 



Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park

•  similar size to 
Malaysia

•  larger than 
United Kingdom, 

Holland & 
Switzerland 
combined



  

Many threatened and 
important species occur 

here…. 





  

Entire area protected by 
law since 1975…

… zoned as a multiple-
use marine park….



  

Different coloured zones allow 
different activities….

….and separate conflicting uses



  

Many types of use allowed in 
the different zones…

…some activities require a 
permit 



  





Preservation ZonePreservation Zone        0.2%  
Marine National Park ZoneMarine National Park Zone    33.3%

Scientific ResearchScientific Research            0.05%

Buffer ZoneBuffer Zone           2.9%

Conservation ParkConservation Park 1.5%

Habitat ProtectionHabitat Protection 28.2%

General Use Zone      General Use Zone      33.8%

Revised 
Zoning 

Plan
- became law, 

1 July 2004

One-third of the 
Marine Park is 
now ‘no-take’ 

(= green) zones



New zoning 
considered 
many 
planning 
principles, 
such as:
• representivity

• replication

• connectivity

Area shown on 
next two slides
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Cape Melville

Draft Zoning 
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for public comment
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The rezoning involved a  
comprehensive process of 
community involvement & 
participatory planning…



  

…including 31,500 public 
submissions… 

… and ~1,000 formal & 
informal meetings





  

Many changes from Draft 
Zoning Plan to the Final Plan 
…due to public submissions 

plus new planning 
information



  

Draft Zoning Plan 
2003



  

Revised & final 
Zoning Plan

2004



  

• the world’s largest network of 
highly protected marine       

‘no-take’ areas… 

…representing all 70 
bioregions across the Marine 

Park

The result?



  

The new zoning network 
provides a framework for the 
conservation and sustainable 
use of the Great Barrier Reef 

 



  

The new zoning is one of 
many strategies undertaken 
to maintain the health and 

resilience of the Great 
Barrier Reef
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For more information:
www.gbrmpa.gov.au
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Thank you to UNESCO, MAB & Thank you to UNESCO, MAB & 
World Science ForumWorld Science Forum

www.gbrmpa.gov.au
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The new zoning network 
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conservation and sustainable 
use of the Great Barrier Reef 
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The new zoning is one of 
many strategies undertaken 
to maintain the health and 

resilience of the Great 
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