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First day of World Science Forum – Budapest 

Highlights of the Day, 8 November 2003

The first World Science Forum has been opened today in Budapest, Hungary. At this unprecedented event, almost 400 participants from 80 countries discuss the new roles and challenges of science and knowledge in the global society of the 21st century. Please find below the highlights of the first day. For further details and list of participants visit the website www.sciforum.hu.

Plenary sessions – summaries 

The opening greetings were delivered by E. Sylvester Vizi. The President of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences said: “The new millennium finds us in the middle of a biological and information revolution. We all have to take this fact into account. This revolution inspires much of humankind to change the course of our lives and to improve the quality of life world-wide. We, scientists and also those involved in politics, have to understand that in this century, more than ever before, the world will be shaped by science. Knowledge, mainly scientific knowledge will be the engine driving modern societies forward. But we have to bear in mind that the inappropriate application of science, can result in very negative things. Thus, it is our common duty to make every attempt to find solutions to our social, health care, environmental, and economic problems often induced by an inappropriate application of science to our everyday lives. There are several questions that have to be answered. In the course of this Forum, we have to formulate at least some of the answers”.

On behalf of the Republic of Hungary, Ferenc Mádl, the President of the Republic emphasized: “I do hope that your participation in this unique meeting will be enriching academically, culturally, and spiritually. I sincerely hope that academically we will learn a lot: we will learn about the novel challenges that knowledge and science face in the advent of the 21st century, and we will also learn about the new roles of knowledge in Society. I also hope that we will be enriched spiritually: we will be strengthened by a new insight into how knowledge can and will assist in an optimal manner Mankind in this century. I express my sincere hope that the World Science Forum - Budapest will demonstrate clearly to the World: both the world of science, the world of knowledge and the leaders of Society: world of political, industrial, financial decision makers feel a common responsibility for our common, undividable future”.

Alexandre Lámfalussy, the founding father of the common European currency thinks that correcting Europe's dismal growth performance should be the EU's prime policy objective. The former president of the European Monetary Institute said: “However, educated population is far from being enough; money spent for R&D is badly needed as EU patents per capita is only the one fifth of the US figure. In order to finance European R&D, first of all, it should not be primary government led and financed, as it may bring about promotion of large, but falsely oriented projects. Universities and small and medium size businesses should be targeted by tax credits. Peer review procedure, thus, parallel controlling should be used”.

Harvey V. Fineberg, President of the Institute of Medicine, The National Academies, USA Contemporary science, mainly through an empirical and reductionist research strategy, has provided unprecedented insight into biological processes in health and disease. He said: “Scientific progress, however, does not automatically result in improvements in health or in the quality of life. Advances in basic research must first be translated into better preventives and treatments, and move from the laboratory to the bedside, or from the test tube to the community, within the constraints of finances, human resources, and organizational capabilities. When tested, many promising innovations fail to produce better health outcomes. Those interventions which are successful must then be disseminated to those who would benefit, and not be deployed in ways that are wasteful, ineffective, or harmful. Good health enables, though it does not in itself constitute, good quality of life. Advances in medical knowledge can improve the quality of life, but only when the intervening steps of product innovation, evaluation, and dissemination are successfully traversed, and only insofar as social and other non-medical circumstances support better quality of life”.

Goverdhan Mehta, Director of the Indian Institute of Science argued: “Among the many challenges of the global knowledge divide, the growing S&T gap between North and South is the most important. Strengthening science education at all levels is an enabling requirement, especially for developing nations, for a self-standing national science base. The interactive complexity of the triumvirate of science, innovation and commercialization indicates that the linear conception of S&T for progress in the emerging knowledge society may be inadequate. Towards New Understandings and Partnerships it is importamt to Recognize indigenous knowledge as a common heritage of humankind- many of its features could be key elements of sustainable development strategies, to facilitate Innovative approaches to international S&T cooperation-primacy of south-south cooperation, alliances to build capacities for the generation, infusion and absorption of technologies in real time, and to Establish “BANK” to which patents can be assigned for public good”.

The former Hungarian prime minister, Viktor Orbán said: “The greatest historical challenge for the group of Central and Eastern European countries now accessing to the European Union is not accession itself but the dilemma whether they follow the patterns of the current American type global free market or the earlier European social market economy. During the transition to market economy in the 1990s these countries have cut back the state and state property to a greater extent than it is usual in the Member States of the European Union. While on one hand globalised world raises several questions, dilemmas for politicians, such as the price to be paid for welfare, the quality and sense of life, and the future of nations, on the other hand the century we have left behind us has provided science with the most dynamic development in history. Today, in the 21st century, the best investment with the fastest and highest rate of return is investment in research and development! That is, the basis of the development of welfare is the development of science”.

Thematic sections

The lectures of Knowledge and Quality of Life section thematically were very versatile, from the questions about Steam Cells research to the use and misuse of the knowledge, from the responsibility of scientists to the social role of the science. As Hans Wigzell, the chair closed the work: “Our message is the knowledge”. He urged the science for more applicable scientific knowledge. George Radda showed how physical and engineering sciences can improve the quality of life of the old age. Craig Venter summed up the Human Genome Program and the possibilities of it for the Quality of Human Life. Pál Somogyi presented a scientific based model of human risk management model.

The discussion on Knowledge and Science centered around the new structural and institutional features of science as well as the ethical implications of modern research. Among the recurrent issues were interdisciplinarity, the distinction between basic and applied science, the new ways of university-industry (-government) interactions and it’s implications on the financial background of research. The presentations of Masao Ito, Alec Broers and Jan Uddenfeldt have represented the modern tendencies of the integration of both academic disciplines and the industrial and academic sector, while Peter Drenth and Alain Pompidou, chair of the section have, among other things, emphasised the questions of the responsibility and social accountability raised by modern knowledge production.
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