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10 November 2005 E. Sylvester Vizi

Opening greetings

President Sólyom, Excellences, Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen!

On behalf of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the Organizing Committee, it is great honour and pleasure for me to welcome all of you who have come all the way from 80 countries to Budapest. 
We are fortunate to have with us so many distinguished guests, Nobel laureates, politicians, decision makers, lawmakers, lay people and artists with their varying cultural, economic and spiritual backgrounds. Thank you for coming, thank you for attending this Forum. 

This Forum – coinciding with the World Science Day (November 10) –is aimed at inviting different people to discuss the role of science in our everyday lives and addressing ethical questions arising from applying the results of scientific activity. 

Two years ago the Hungarian Academy of Sciences organized the first Forum addressing the impact of science on society. 
Today we are opening our second Forum, which embraces the topic of Science, Ethics and Responsibility. 

We scientists, and also those who are active in politics, have to understand that in this century, more than ever before, the world will be shaped by science. Knowledge, especially scientific knowledge, will be the engine of modern society, providing a new foundation and new raw material for the prosperity and well-being of mankind.

We have to acknowledge that human societies have benefited enormously from advances in science and technology in the last century. 
People can live longer, healthier and can lead more productive lives than ever before. But we have to admit that this is not the case yet everywhere in the world. 

Science has the potential to change the world for the better, to improve the quality of our lives, to make life for mankind satisfying and happy. At the same time, we have to keep in mind that the inappropriate use of science could result in negative effects, and could in fact create severe ethical problems. Thus our moral duty is to make sure that knowledge is used properly and that we make every attempt to find solutions for our social, psychological, environmental, health and economic problems. The main question is how to achieve these goals? 
The answer is that we should first learn as much as we can from each other. I think this is what this Forum is all about. Because of the fast development in science it is time to speak about ethics and responsibility. 

‘I’ve always had only one goal, simply to use my modest talents to serve truth and justice, including running the risk that nobody would like what I’ve found’ Albert Einstein wrote this in his last letter. Truth and justice, they are very important for the society.

Science and conscience form an inseparable couple. Kant combined the two in a moral imperative: ‘So act that the maxim of your action can be willed without contradiction as a universal law. 
Can a scientist, a chemist, a physicist live with their discovery without knowing if their molecule, their fusion energy may be used to make trouble? Can we live with the knowledge that scientific activity widened the gap between rich and poor countries, between North and South? These are ethical questions badly needed to be discussed .

The question arises, of course, how to find good solutions? First and foremost, we should be familiar with the opinion of different people from North and South. And I think this is precisely what this meeting is all about.

Last but not least, I'd like to mention that a meeting such as this one is always a very good opportunity to visit another country, another city. 
So, please, find some time to see our beautiful city as well, meet our friendly people, and try and make new friends. So, may I wish you all a very successful discussion and meeting.

Thank you!

