  Closing Plenary Presentation - World Science Forum 
Saturday, November 12, 2005

Budapest

Special Session Presentation, Science for Peace

Summary and Conclusions, Israeli-Palestinian Science Organization

Carol Corillon, Director

 International Human Rights Network of Academies and Scholarly Societies; and Committee on Human Rights, National Academies, USA
I have been asked to say a few words about the history and current status of IPSO--The Israeli-Palestinian Science Organization--because IPSO has been meeting here during the World Science Forum in the context of Science for Peace.  I speak in my capacity as Executive Director of “Friends of IPSO, USA.”
The idea of creating an Israeli-Palestinian Science Organization originated at UNESCO.  It was three years ago, on November 10, in Paris, on "Science for Peace Day."

Those most crucial in making IPSO a reality were Torsten Wiesel, who will speak later this morning; Sari Nusseibeh and Hasan Dweik, President and Vice President respectively, of Al Quds University in East Jerusalem; Menahem Yaari, the current president of the Israel Academy of Sciences;

and Dan Bitan, who was with the Bronfman Philanthropies at the time.

The goal of IPSO, which is now up and running, is to promote joint, high-quality scientific research between Israeli and Palestinian scientists who want to work together in the region.

We established an International Scientific Council of prominent scientists, including six Nobel Laureates and an Abel Laureate.  Almost immediately we received generous moral and financial support from UNESCO including most recently our travel to this meeting.  We also obtained initial moral support from both the Palestinian and Israeli Academies of Sciences, and from the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) in the United States.

The NAS also provided some start-up funds, as did several private foundations, including the Bronfman Philanthropies and the Rothschild Foundation.  Subsequently, more than 20 national academies around the world endorsed IPSO and several also provided financial support.

In August 2004, IPSO launched a limited Call for Proposals. Much to our surprise and delight, more than 65 proposals were submitted jointly, by Israeli and Palestinian scientists.  The research topics ranged from "Disposal and Management of Waste Sites for Pesticides in the Palestinian Authority" to "Electrical Transport in Single Molecules Upon Stretching"; from "The Research and Development of Medicinal Plants in Israel and the West Bank" to "Memory and Space in Palestinian Cinema."  
IPSO sent these proposals to reviewers and then the members of IPSO's International Scientific Council gave them further review.  In addition to looking for what promises to be high quality research, attention is given to whether the projects will contribute to capacity building in Palestine.  Grants are also weighted to provide infrastructure support for the Palestinian scientists.

The difficult part has been finding the funds to support the best proposals. Each project costs about $100,000 per year and most are for three years. So far, after a lot of hard work, we've raised about $1 million. But, as a result of project reviews during this meeting, we would now like to fund--for the duration--a dozen or so additional projects that have passed review. We still have a long way to go.

On Thursday, three sets of IPSO grantees, each set composed of an Israeli and a Palestinian scientist, presented their research at this Forum.  They also described the positive working relations (and true friendships) that have developed between them in the course of their work together.  This opportunity was rewarding for them and thrilling for IPSO.

So, on behalf of IPSO and its grantees, I would like to wholeheartedly thank UNESCO for its unflagging and enthusiastic support, the Hungarian Academy of Sciences for it's gracious hospitality, and the Hungarian Parliament for hosting this enlightening event this morning.  We are very appreciative.

