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• Sustainable 
- Economy 

- Society 

- Environment 

Sustainability not just environment 



Things are getting better 



Economy: % Extreme Poverty 1820-2015 
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Bourguignon & Morrison 2002, World Bank 2015, Roser 2015 



Society: Global Life Expectancy 1820-2015 

Riley 2005, UN Population 2015, Roser 2015 
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Environment: Air Pollution Death 1900-2050 

Hutton 2013 
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Making Things Better in Future 



• Sustainable Economy 

• Sustainable Society 

• Sustainable Environment 
- And remember trade-offs 

Look Across All Three Areas 



Feel good vs. do good 



Cut tuberculosis deaths 95%  

$2011 

Trade  
Reduce w orld trade restrictions (full Doha)  

Gender  
Univ ersal access to contraception  

Ensure w omen’s rights to ow n and inherit  
Increase w omen’s political representation  
Increase w omen’s economic opportunities  

Enhance female education  

Vaccinate against cervical cancer  
Reduce child marriages  

Illicit financial flows  
Make beneficial ownership info public  

Ex change tax information automatically  

Country -reporting for multinationals  

Health  

High blood pressure medication  

Cut salt intake 30%  

Increase tobacco prices 125%  
More health spending for 1bn poorest  

Doubling HIV medication for sickest  

Reduce infant mortality   

More health spending for 2.5bn poorest  

Education  
Triple preschool in Sub-Saharan Africa  

100% primary  education in SSA  
Improv e exams and teacher accountability  

Increase secondary school completion  

$5 

Likely To Be Low 

$7 

$120 

$3 

Likely To Be High 

Likely To Be High 

$49 

Likely To Be High 

Likely To Be High 

Population & Demography  
Allow  more migration  

Discourage early retirement  
Promote urbanization  

Increase birth rates in rich countries  

Giv e public pension for y oung old ages  

Food Security and Nutrition  
Reduce child malnutrition  

Research to increase yields  
Cut food loss w ith roads and electricity  

Likely To Be High 

Likely To Be High 

<$1 

Low 

$45+ 

$45 

$34 

$14 

$43 

$36 

$22 

$13 

$10 

$9 

$3 

$33 

$7 

$4 

$4 

Social, economic and environmental benefit per $ spent 

$1299+ Freer Regional Asia Pacific trade  

Halv e malaria infections   

More male circumcision against HIV  

$39 

$28 

Stroke / Heart attack pill  $7 

More v ocational training  
More training of older w orkers  

Uncertain 

Uncertain 

$47 

Ex panded immunization  $60 

Aspirin heart attack therapy   $63 

Biodiversity  
Halv e coral reefs loss  

Halv e forest loss  
Halv e w etland loss  

Reforest to store CO2  

Increase protected areas  

Infrastructure  
Mobile broadband developing countries  

Univ ersal fix ed broadband  

Conflicts & Violence  
Reduce assaults  

Improv e policing  

Eliminate v iolence against women and girls  

Eliminate v iolence in child discipline  

More peacekeeping troops  

Energy  
Phase out fossil fuel subsidies  

Modern cooking fuels to 780m people  

Modern cooking fuels to everyone  
Electricity  to ev eryone  

Double energy  efficiency  

Double renew able energy  

Science & technology  
Increase skilled worker migration  

More R&D spending in developing countries 

Climate Change  
More energy  research 

2°C target  

Air Pollution  
Better cook stov es to cut indoor air pollution  

Cut outdoor air pollution  

Water & Sanitation  

End ex treme poverty by money transfers  
Social protection sy stem coverage  

Data for Development  
Data collection for all 169 targets  

Better disaster resilience for poor  

Prov ide employment for all  

Increase life satisfaction  

$24 

$10 

$10 

$7 

$0.85 

$17 

$5 

Likely To Be High 

Likely To Be High 

$17 

$11 

$5 

$15+ 

$15 

$9 

$5 

$3 

$0.8 

$3 

$15 

$11 

$10 

$0.3 

$5 

<$1 

<$1 

<$1 

<$1 

<$1 

<$1 

Prov ide legal identity  for all  >$1 

Governance & Institutions 

Better institutions   
Reduce corruption and bribery  

Uncertain 

Uncertain 

Eliminate open defecation  

Better access to water for 2.3bn people  

Prov ide basic sanitation for 3bn people  
$4 

$3 

$6 

Poverty  

Climate change adaptation  $2 

Social, economic and environmental benefit per $ spent 



Climate eats up aid 



Climate Related Development Aid 1980-2013 

Hicks et al 2008, OECD Riomarkers 2015 
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• Real problem 

• But often costly to do little good 

• Only one of many problems we need to tackle 

Climate Change 



The World’s Most Important Problems? 

data.myworld2015.org 

Education 

Health 
Jobs 

No corruption 
Nutrition 

No violence 
Clean water & 

sanitation Support for people who 
can't work 

Better infrastructure 
Equality 

Reliable energy 

No discrimination 
Political freedom 

Protect forests, rivers & 
oceans 

Phone & internet 
Action on climate 

change 

0m 1m 2m 3m 4m 5m

8.5 million real people from across the world 



• Spend most on cutting CO₂ that will help nothing by 2030 

• Spend against what we have promised 

• Spend against what poor people want 

• Spend on what is often least effective 

• Feel-good spending 
- Which can’t be spent on doing good 

25% Aid Is Now Climate-Related 



• Greenpeace 
- “First village in India where all aspects of life are powered by 

solar” 

- Set up as “a demonstration of our solution to India’s energy 
access problems” 

 

Dharnai, First Fully Powered Solar Village 

















Villagers lined up to 
protest, chanting, “We 
want real electricity, 
not fake electricity!” At present, solar power in 

Dharnai costs at least three 
times as much as grid power. 



The Very Real Choice 

• Obama: $3bn for climate 
- If invested in current solar 

- Postpone global warming by 
the end of the century 

• 28 minutes 

• $3bn for vaccines 
- Save 3 million kids today 

What is best? 



Sustainability 2015 

Economy 

Society 

Environment 

✓ 

✓ 
✓ 



Sustainability 2015 

Do the smart 
stuff first ✓ 


